CHAPTER XVII
THE CONTEST OF IDEALS

WHEN war for life and death breaks out between
two crowds their internal condition undergoes
an immediate decisive change. Instead of being
rivals and competitors jealous of and more or less distaste-
ful to one another, they become open enemies and the
avowed object of each is to destroy the other. The mean-
ing of the word "destroy" used in this connection must
be examined. No one will deny that the passion of
destruction animates fighting crowds, but the remarkable
fact is that it ceases to animate the victorious crowd as
soon as its final and complete victory is secured. De-
struction, therefore, is a means, not an end. Even in
ancient times a victorious army did not usually slaughter
the defeated. They were perhaps carried away captive
or they were annexed. Once utterly defeated there was
no desire to destroy the individuals of whom the defeated
force was composed, but in some way to use them. Hence
the destruction which a fighting crowd aims at is not that
of the individuals composing the enemy crowd, but of the
crowd itself, qua crowd, that is to say the disruption of
its organisation, the ruin of its structure, and the over-
throw of its ideal.

A crowd is strong or weak according to the nature of its
organisation.   The superiority of one crowd over another
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